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MOORA RESIDENTIAL COLLEGE — CLOSURE 
410. Mr R.S. LOVE to the Premier: 
I refer to this briefing note, obtained under freedom of information, that shows that the closure of Moora Residential 
College was first suggested in June 2017. 
Dr A.D. Buti interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Armadale, I call you to order for the first time. Start again, member for Moore. 
Mr R.S. LOVE: I refer to this briefing note, obtained under freedom of information — 
Mr M.P. Murray interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Minister for Sport and Recreation, I call you to order for the first time. 
Mr R.S. LOVE: Shall I start again? 
The SPEAKER: Yes. 
Mr R.S. LOVE: Thank you, Mr Speaker. I refer to this briefing note, obtained under freedom of information, that 
shows that the closure of Moora Residential College was first suggested to the Premier in June 2017. 
(1) Is the Premier aware that the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Regional Development stood up 

at the Moora Residential College awards in October last year and informed the community that there were 
no plans to close the college? 

(2) Is the Premier also aware that, during a rally in Geraldton protesting the closure of the Schools of Air, the 
parliamentary secretary stated that the closure of Moora Residential College had caught him by surprise? 

(3) Does the government deliberately keep the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Regional Development 
out of the loop, or is he misleading the community? 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
(1)–(3) Just so it is very clear, the school in Moora will continue. There is a lot of misleading going on by the 

National Party—scaremongering and misleading, across the state. The school, of course, will continue, 
but the residential hostel that the National Party, in eight and a half years, did not spend the $9 million 
required — 

Mr V.A. Catania interjected. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: Here we have the Vichy member for North West Central raising his voice — 
Mr V.A. Catania interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Three times we heard what you said, and no-one took any notice. I call you to order for the first time. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: I did take some notice, Mr Speaker. The Vichy member for North West Central — 
Mr V.A. Catania interjected. 
The SPEAKER: I call you to order for the second time. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: — has set a record for handing out how-to-vote cards for Labor, the Nationals and now the 
Liberal Party. The Liberal Party of course, is on record as getting rid of royalties for regions, and there is the 
member for North West Central handing out how-to-vote cards for it. The Liberals are welcome to him—they can 
have him, and they can enjoy it. He is the most senior member of the National Party in the house, but he is still 
down the back. 
In relation to Moora college, the opposition did not spend the money when it was in office. The government is not 
closing the school. 
Mr D.T. Redman: We did spend money on it. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: Why, according to the opposition, does it is now require $9 million to be spent on it, if the 
previous government spent money on it? I do not accept anything the member has to say, because the Liberals and 
the Nationals have a record of verballing people. I note this, and I want to raise it in this context: when it comes to 
closing schools, the Liberals and Nationals have a record. I note that when the Liberals and the Nationals were in 
office, in Darling Range they closed the Karragullen Primary School and the Roleystone Primary School. At each of 
those schools there were far more pupils than at the residential hostel in Moora, yet the previous government closed 
both of those schools in Darling Range—Karragullen and Roleystone. Why does the opposition so hate 
Darling Range? Why does it oppose a railway for Darling Range? Why does it want to close the schools in 
Darling Range? Why does the Leader of the Opposition not even know where it is? The opposition has no 
commitment, and no time for the people of Darling Range. Fortunately, the people of Darling Range have 
a government that is delivering for them. Fortunately, they have a great candidate in Tania Lawrence, and fortunately 
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they have someone local running for them, in the Labor candidate, unlike the Liberal candidate, and fortunately we 
are informing them about the former government’s record of closing Karragullen and Roleystone Primary Schools. 
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